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Dear ICOC Board Members,

On behalf of patients in California and elsewhere, we thank you for your services in the
effort to establish cell and gene therapies (CGT) as a safe and promising treatment
modality when no other options are available. We also want to thank you for your attention
to the concerns that we raised during the Jan 29*" ICOC Governing Board meeting regarding
the current implementation of the preferences-triaging process for funding applications to
CIRM.

We are very encouraged by the willingness expressed by both the Board and the CIRM staff
to consider alternative methods of achieving CIRM’s mission, as well as further
discussions on the possible adjustments to the current review process during the Mar 5%
Science Subcommittee meeting. We are writing to voice support for the ongoing effort to
ensure the highest level of scientific rigor in CIRM’s review process.

We acknowledge and appreciate CIRM’s need to manage the application volume. Relying
on scientific merit as the key determinant for CIRM awards has been the cornerstone that
enables CIRM’s breakthrough impacts in the field of cell and gene therapy over the past two
decades. We respectfully request the Board to consider the following to ensure that any
changes in CIRM’s review process retain or exceed that level of scientific rigor:

1. We agree that addressing “Access and Affordability” by CIRM applications should be
an important review criterion. We also fully agree with the points raised by Drs.
Levitt, Yamamoto, and Carson during the CIRM Science Subcommittee meeting on
March 5. Specifically, CIRM should provide clear instructions and/or examples of
what they expect academic applicants to do to meet CIRM’s expectation for “Access
and Affordability”. If “affordability” does not mean “cheap,” then that should be
clearly stated so that it is clear to both reviewers and applicants. In addition, as
clinical efficacy makes treatments affordable over time through manufacturing
improvements, the assessment of affordability should also consider the benefit of
the proposed therapy.

2. We applaud the proposed adjustments to incorporate the CIRM GWG members as
part of CIRM’s application volume management strategy. We are still concerned
about the consequence of having too few applications selected for full review,
which could yield similar results noted by board member Dr. Shannon Dahl in the
ICOC Jan 29" meeting—i.e., the GWG were given so few grants to review that they
did not find enough scientifically meritorious CLIN2 proposals in Cycle 1 to
recommend funding. Consequently, one out of four funded CLIN2 proposals had a
score of 80—well below the GWG-recommended funding score. The revised plan
discussed during the March 5 meeting included a “positive selection” process that
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would eliminate approximately 2/3 of all applications and would fund close to 50%
of those selected for full panel merit review. We believe this process needs to be
thoroughly vetted prior to implementation to (a) minimize premature elimination of
scientifically meritorious applications and (b) ensure that all applications selected
for full panel merit review are in fact meritorious. For the special case of the CLIN2
program, if the number of applications continues to be under 25, we strongly
recommend that CIRM offer full review of all applications without triage. This will
apply the gold standard in scientific review for applications that are in the most
critical clinical research phase of developing new life-saving treatments for
patients.

We believe implementation of the above recommendations will enable CIRM to encourage
applications with bold ideas supported by strong science.

Thank you again for your attention.

Sincerely,

Cityof
Hope.

(lunstine Brown

5F349FA807604A3...

Christine Brown, PhD

Deputy Director, T Cell Therapeutics Research Laboratory

Heritage Provider Professor, Department of Hematology & Hematopoietic Cell
Transplantation and Immuno-Oncology

Signed by:

St Forman

OCDOF39FEE15414:

Stephen Forman, MD

Director, Hematologic Malignancies Research Institute

Director, T Cell Therapeutics Research Laboratory

Co-director, Hematologic Malignancies Program, Comprehensive Cancer Center
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Professor, Department of Hematology & Hematopoietic Cell Transplantation
Professor, Department of Medical Oncology & Therapeutics Research

GLADSTONE
INSTITUTES

[7F250DCE38304A8...
Alexander Marson, MD PhD

Connie and Bob Lurie Director, Gladstone-UCSF Institute of Genomic Immunology

Center Director, The Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy at Gladstone
Institutes

Director, CRISPR Cures for Cancer Initiative

Professor, Departments of Medicine and Microbiology and Immunology,
UC San Francisco

Stanford
MEDICINE

Y

DocuSigned by:
‘ Awus\l\u M‘)a&).

1EBDC642D29F45D...

Anusha Kalbasi, MD

Robert L. and Mary Ellenburg Endowed Faculty Scholar
Associate Professor, Department of Radiation Oncology,
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UCLA

DocuSigned by:

Uwonane (hen

59D30A9AF9954C5...

Yvonne Chen, PhD

Professor, Department of Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular Genetics
Professor, Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering

Signed by:

Sut £. kitdun, PLI)

7DCD5453F1D84CA...

Scott G. Kitchen, PhD

Director, UCLA Humanized Mouse Core Laboratory
Professor of Medicine, Hematology-Oncology

DocuSigned by:

D7V

A208622FD52B49C...

Donald B. Kohn, MD

Distinguished Professor

Department of Microbiology, Immunology & Molecular Genetics
Department of Pediatrics

Department of Molecular & Medical Pharmacology

DocuSigned by:

Sarale (arson

E34715A99402465...
Sarah Larson, MD
Health Sciences Associate Professor of Medicine, Department of Medicine
Medical Director, Immune Effector Cell Therapy Program

Director, Hematology/Oncology Fellowship Program Division of Hematology-
Oncology
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Signed by:

Twsdore Seott Mwicki, MD, LD

7TF2F3D0F4964442...

Theodore Scott Nowicki, MD PhD
Assistant Professor-in-residence, Pediatrics

Assistant Professor-in-residence, Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular
Genetics

DocuSigned by:

lntowi Kilras

EFCOEE08D52D4ES.

Antoni Ribas, MD PhD

Center Director, The Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy at UCLA
Professor of Medicine, Hematology-Oncology

Professor of Surgery, Surgical Oncology

Professor of Molecular and Medical Pharmacology

Director, Tumor Immunology Program, Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center

DocuSigned by:

(ritina Puip Saus, i)

DCDDF76B6D5544E ...

Cristina Puig-Saus, PhD

Assistant Professor, Microbiology, Immunology and Molecular Genetics
Assistant Professor, Surgical Oncology

DocuSigned by:

Bwun Wite

808093F38C2D4D4-..

Owen Witte, MD
President's Chair in Developmental Immunology
Founding Director Emeritus, Broad Stem Cell Research Center, UCLA

University Professor, Departments of Microbiology, Immunology and Molecular
Genetics

University Professor, Department of Molecular and Medical Pharmacology

DocuSigned by:
[t Yoy

COBB2D13F1B6421-..
Lili Yang, PhD

Professor, Department of Microbiology, Immunology & Molecular Genetics
Professor, Department of Bioengineering
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DocuSigned by:
lia (arvanale
56A11D7C8FAB453:

Julia Carnevale, MD

Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Division of Hematology and Oncology

DocuSigned by:
Justin, Eyapuem
EAC78E4ED(£‘IZS4AC...
Justin Eyquem
Associate Professor of Medicine in the Division of Hematology and Oncology

DocuSigned by:
E&/m Olada
17A559E43402498B..
Hideho Okada, MD PhD
Professor of Neurosurgery

DocuSigned by:
Eﬁm Sl

CFCFFD6E8227451...

Brian Shy, MD PhD
Director, Human Islet and Cellular Transplantation GMP Facility
Assistant Professor, Department of Laboratory Medicine
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[SMML PHMM

4CBBB6403F0B446-.

Saul Priceman, PhD

Director, KSOM/Norris Center for Cancer Cellular Immunotherapy Research
Norman and Mary Pattiz Endowed Chair in Cancer Research

Associate Professor of Medicine

DocuSigned by:

Lowine Marks
E18D5677CC51450...

Kevin A. Marks
Chief Legal Officer
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